On Morphological Function of Prosody and the Chronologles of Syntactic Changesin
Chinese
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Based previous work on prosodic syntax in the past decade, this paper proposes that (1)
prosody itself functions as a functional category in syntax. It is further argued that (2) the
prosodic effects caused by prosodic morphology are actually triggers of syntactic operations and
changes in Chinese history. It is also shown that the morphological system of Old Chinese had
changed from a system of segmental-phonologic morphology to a system of supersegmental-
phonologic morphology. Finally, it is argued that the history of syntactic changes in ancient
Chinese could be chronologized into two major periods. one with a segmental-phonological
morphology before Eastern Han and the other with a supersegmental phonological morphology
after the Han, giving rise to a subsequent typological change from syntheticity to analyticity.
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